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Instructions to Authors 
Editorial policy The Joumal will publish the following types ofarticlcs in the 
field of Dotany, Research articles All contributions must be based on original re· 
search. must not be under consideration for publication elsewhere, and should con-
sti tute a dc lin ile advance in knowledge in thai field The manuscript should 
usually (a) state a problem or hypothesis, (b) describe how reproducible data was 
obtained to unswer the problem or test the hypothesis, and (c) come to a conclu-
sioll . (The fact that nobody has ever looked at an aspect sUl:h as the chemical com-
pos!lion or morphology or species composition or any other aspect or a plant or 
group orplnalS will not quality u manuscript on that topic for publication unless it 
leads to a signi fi cant advance in our scientIfic knowlcdge.)Shorl communications' 
The 5."\me requirements as for research articles apply, but short research articles 
should contain new and meaningful results which warrant urgent publication and 
which may appear in a more comprehensive article at a later stage. ReVfewarlicles: 
These will he accepted irthe rev iewer summarizes and cntically evaluates the data 
of otll!."!r workers and (a) comes to new conclusions regarding the problems inves-
tigatCtl or (b) indicates a gap in our knowledge, which requires additional research_ 
Contributors are advised to send the Scientific Editor an outline before writing a 
review paper. Book reviews: Concise objective eval uation of books which have 
recenl[y been published will be solicited by the Scientilic Editor. Leflers to Ihe 
Editor Criticism or commenis on ~I!ly articles that have recently appeared in the 
S Afr . .J. !Jot wi ll be published at the discretion of the Scientific Editor 
Contributions published in the Jourtla/ become the copyright oflhe South Afri-
can AssocIation or Botanists and the N::!tional Ootanical lnstitute, but authors bear 
sole responsibility for the factual accuracy of their papers. 
All papers will be critically reviewed by two or more referees on whose advice 
the Editorial Comm ittee Will accept or reject contributions All refereeing is 
slrktly confidentia1. 
Authors should quote manuscript numbers in all correspondence and should 
note that, due to storage problems, the manuscript may be destroyed 12 months 
after the article has been published If authors want their original drawings back 
they sho uld indicate this in a letter accompanying the final manuscript or contact 
the Copy-Editor directly not later than six months after publication. 
Presen tation · Contributions must be written in English Manuscripts must be 
typed on A4 paper, using one-and-a-half or double spacing, with a 30-mm margin 
on Ihe len side. Care should be tnken th::!t a type is used where letters do not tOllch 
each other, as linal manuscripts are read by an optical scanner. Underlining that 
touches the [etters should also be avoided - words should rather bc typed in italics. 
Four clear copies must be submitted. /ftlle artic/e was originated 011 a compllter, 
please also sliPply a copy oflhe d iskette lI'hen the filial revision is Sllbmjlled. ~f! 
program IISl.'d shollid be indialfed on lhe diskeue ilself together wilh rhe manu-
script IIIlmber oj rhe article. Photographs mllst be subm llted in quadruplicate In 
the case of line drawings the original plus Ihree clear photocopIes will suffice The 
original set should be marked as such 
The lay-out should conform to the l'ollowing sequence Title page with title. 
author's namc(s), address(es), e-mail address, both abstracts, keywords, and Ihen, 
beginning on a new page, Introduction, Materials and Methods, Results, Discus-
sion, Acknowledgements and References. Tables (each on a separate page), 
captions for tigllCes (grouped together) and the figures should then fol[ow In thc 
case of a short communicalion, no headings other than Acknowledgements and 
References should be used. All pages must be numbered consecutively, including 
the title page and those containing references, tables and captions for figures . 
T itk This should be as concise as possible and appropriately informative for 
retrieval by modern searching techniques. Except in the case of certain taxonomic 
papers, the names of taxa should be used without author citations 
Author(s)· Names should be preceded by initials on ly, but in some cases one first 
name may be given The initials should then be given at the bottom of the page, to 
be used in the contents list Should an author's address have changed since the 
research was carried oul, the new address mllst be given as a footnote 
Abstracts . All articles must contain an abstract which should be a concise sum-
mary of the article in not more than 200 words. The tit le shou ld not be repeated 
Abstracts should only contain IIlfonnation appearing in the paper. Names of taxa 
together with their author citation should appear in the abstract unless there are 100 
m<lny III wh ich case only the important tnxa should be mentioned. 
Keywords Approximately li ve keywords fo r the article must be provided in 
Engltsh in alphabetical order. 
Introduction : The introduction should outline the problem in general and make 
clear the object of the work reported References to previous work arc permiss ible 
only if they beardirectty on the subject of the anicle or point to the need for further 
investigation. A detailed and extensive review of the literature is usually in-
appropnate. 
Procedures or Methods· These sh.ould be descnbed bneny but in suflicient 
detail to allow repetition of the work 11 is frequently important to mention the 
source of materials used, especially of living organisms. Accepled nomenclature 
and abbreviat ions may be used l'or standard melhods, chemical compounds, 
hormones, enzymes, etc A reference is sumcient fo r n previously described 
method unless the principle involved is not self-evident, in which case it should 
be indicated 
Results· The main results should be Slated in the text, with references to any 
tables, diagrams or illustrations where the supporting evidence is to be found . The 
same applies 10 any spec ial features or incidental results considered 10 be of inter-
est It is not necessary to describe the contents of tables in the text 
Discussion or Conclusions These headings are sometimes not needed The 
second is appropriate when the cOllclusions from the work can be conveyed 111 a 
few sentences. Under the fir~ t heading, the princlpa[ results should he cnticallv 
discussed 111 logical order and the conclusions from them should be stated, resu[~ 
that suggest new IlI1es of sltLdy should be pointed out. attention may be drawn to 
the implications of the results and 10 agreements or disagreemen ts wHit previolls 
work . The Discussion should not consist merely of a repetitIOn in a ditlerem order 
of the contents of preceding sections. 
Acknowledgem ents Acknowledgements should be kept III the minimum com-
patible with the requirements of Counes} . 
References References III the text should be CIted as follov,-s ' Jones and Mitchell 
(1974) stated .. ' or •. (Jones & Mitchel! 197<1)', when givi ng a reference simply 
as authority for a statement Use the name of the first author lo llowed by el 0/ 
when thc complete citation involves more than two authors. A li sl of puhl ications 
to which reference has been made in the text must be presented alphabetically 
according to authors' namcs and duonologlcally under each author, with a, b, c , 
clc when more than one reference per year from the same author(s) is Involved A 
personal communication must he con!iued to the text and not be included 111 the 
list of references_ [n the lis\, authors' namcs shoul d be typed in capitals a:> mdl-
cated below Only the abbreviated titles ofjnumals following the latest edition of 
the World US( of Scielllijic Periodicals, written in italics, must be given Lat11l 
names should also be given in ital ics Examples' 
CODD, L.E. 1975 Plectrum/ills ( Labiat"e) and allted gene ra in SOUlhem Africa 
BOlhaha 11 · 371 -4 42 
JONES, E P., SM ITH , P & MASTERS, Q 1974 Methods in photosyntheS1S. In 
Methods ill plant physiology, ed J P Sykes, 2nd edll. Vol 11 . eh 8. pp 335-
339. Longman, London 
VIUOEN , P J C 1953. The embryOlogy of some wetd species M Sc thes is. 
University of Pretoria, Pretoria 
T ables These arc expensive to pnnt and their number and size should be kept to 
a minimum The same data should nOI be pres!."! ll ted in tables and graphs. Each 
table should be typed on a separate sheet and should be numbered consecutIvely 
in order of appearance, using Arabic numerals Attention should be paid to the lim-
itations imposed by the size oflhe prinled page. Asterisks should only be used to 
denote statistically significant differences Lower case letters used as superscript:> 
(e g. a, b, C) should be used as re ferences 10 !aotnotes 
Illu s tration s . These should be submined separately from the text. The rules fo r 
numbering are the same as for tables . Photographs should be ofa good quality on 
glossy paper with dear details and adequate contrast Drawings, diagrams. graphs 
etc should be executed in black India ink on good-quality paper or tracing film 
Photocopies arc usually unacceptable fOT final reproduction. An illustration should 
not exceed twice the linear dimensions desired ill the tinal reproduction. Allow 
space for the caption when presenting a fi gure that will occupy a whole coluI»n or 
page It is important that lines and symbols be drawn suffiCIently boldly to with-
stand reduction The size of the lettenng should be chosen such that the letters will 
be about 1.8 mm high alter reduct lOll. Should an author wish a fi gure to be repro-
duced without reduction, th is should be indicated on the back of the figure . It IS. 
however, recommended that use be made of n scale bar 011 fi gures All figures 
should bear on the reverse, wrinen in soft pencil. the nilme of the author(s) and the 
figure number, as well as an arrow indicicati ng the top of Ihe figure if necessary 
Captions for figures must be collected together and typed on a separate sheet 
headed 'Captions for Figures' 
Taxonomic papers The guidelmes l'or taxonomic papers have been printed in 
Volume 53 , No I Contributors may wnte to the SCientific Editor to obtain a copy 
of the requirements a nd should nOle that contributions not wrillen III ilccordance 
with the guidelines will not be considercd for pub!Jcation 
General' The complete scie1llitlc name (genus. species, authors) must be cited 
fo r every organism at the firs t mention in the text and if at all possible, authors 
(including those reporting on experimcnta[ results) should refer 10 a voucher her-
barium specimen of the plant(s) concerned in a reg istered herbanum. The generic 
name may thereafter be abbreviated to the ill1ti tl l except where inlervell1 l1g re fer-
ences to other genera With the same lnittal could C;lUSC confusion SClen(ilic names 
of genera, species and subspecific categories should be typed in Ital ics Nl\mes of 
taxa above generic level are not italicized On ly S I metric units with their mlllti-
pies and submultiples may be used, as well as those units genera lly used together 
with the S I units (e g I, mL h. min). Footnotes should be avoided as lar;ls possi-
b[e by using p.1rentheses 111 the main te"t. 
Reprints 50 repnnts of a full-length paper Will be supplied, and 25-50 repnnts 
of short communications Additional reprints can be ordercd d irectly from the 
prillters (see address on inside front cover) 
Manuscript adminisu·ation . A page charge of RI25 per page IS leVIed by the 
Bureau for Scientit1c PublicatIOns All ;lccount WIll accompany the page proofs 
Under exceptional circumstances the p."\ge charge may be waived. Colour p1:ttes 
may be printed, but the author{s) will have to hear the costs. 
Manuscripts for publication s hould be submitted to the Scientific Edi tor, 
Prof. J .N , EloIT. N BI . Pri,,'a te Bag Xl 01, Pretoria. 0001. Sout h A frica. 
c-m ail : jneloff@medic.up.ac.za. 
